
 

 

English 10 Course Syllabus 
Ms. Dague * Jefferson Academy Secondary * 11251 Reed Way * Broomfield, CO 80020 
Website:  https://classroom.google.com/u/2/h 
Access Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 7:30-8:15 AM  
Email:   LDague@jajags.com  
Room:  234 

Find your voice!  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The mission of the Jefferson Academy English Department is to help students reason and 
communicate clearly, logically, and powerfully.  
 
Course description: 
English 10 is centered on the Colorado State Standards.  In conjunction with American History, this 
course teaches students to examine the connections between American Literature and History of a 
given time period and world area. Narrative, argumentative, and informative writing will be stressed, 
including a public speaking component. Independent reading is also an integral part of this course as 
well as the reading of classic and contemporary texts. 
 
Required materials: 

● Laptop or chromebook 
●  Independent reading book 
● College-ruled composition notebook specifically for this class (supplied for you) 
● Box of Kleenex 

 
Course Units:  ***A full course schedule with materials and due dates is on Google Classroom.*** 
Unit 1: Literary Periods   
Introduction to narrative writing, informative writing, and literary analysis. Examine seminal works of 
American literature from prior to the founding of the United States to present.  
Unit 2: Novel Study  
Discussion and literary analysis of The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, and if time allows, Of Mice & 
Men by John Steinbeck and A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry.   
Unit 3: The Art of Persuasion 
Persuasive research paper and speech. Students speak at Voices of Change event the Monday of finals 
week.  
 
A note on reading selections: 
This course explores numerous texts, some with topics that address sensitive issues. These topics will 
be discussed openly and maturely in order to better understand the specific unit goals and themes. 
The literary merit of these selections have been chosen with significant consideration of the purpose 
and themes each explores. If a parent or student feels uncomfortable with a selected text, please 
express your concerns with Ms. Dague in private. 
 
Tardy policy: 

1st Tardy-     teacher conference/speak with student when appropriate during that class 
period. 

2nd Tardy-  teacher notifies parent by phone and speaks to the student. 
3rd Tardy-   teacher contacts parent-student receives teacher led detention/consequence. 
4th Tardy-   referral to office. 
5th Tardy-   parent, student and admin meeting at school 
 

Leaving the room: 
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Wait until there is a break in instruction to ask permission to use the restroom. Sign out and back in on 
the sign out sheet. 
 
Behavior policy: 
1st offense: Verbal warning 
2nd offense: In-class discipline; parent notification 
3rd offense:  Friday school 
 
Food and drink: 
Beverages in sealed containers are allowed; water is preferred. If there is a spill, the class will lose this 
privilege. Food allowed with permission, only, for special circumstances. 
 
Cell phone policy: 
All cell phones must be placed in assigned slot in cell phone holder. Student may not use their cell 
phone at any time during the 90-minute period, including during restroom breaks. Students who do 
not place their phones in the holder will be counted absent. Students who break this rule will receive 
an automatic Friday school.  
 
Music and Electronics: 
Music allowed with permission, only, during work time. Laptops should be closed at the beginning of 
the block. Do not open your laptop until you have been given instruction to do so. All activity on 
laptops should be school related. 
 
Missed work:  
Email Ms. Dague as soon as possible regarding an absence. Do not wait to come back to class to find 
out what was missed. By then, you will already be behind. If you were absent, you have two days to 
make up the work. 
 
Late work:   
If you do not turn in an assignment, you will receive a zero immediately. If you know you will not be 
able to complete an assignment, you must ask for an extension before the due date. No late work 
accepted.  
  
Grading scale: 
A: 90-100% B: 80-89% C: 70-79% D: 60-69% F: 59% and below 
 
Grade percentages: 
0%- Not Graded 
Some items will be recorded as “not graded.” Includes a small amount of practice work that is meant 
to show progress but will not affect grade. 
5%- Free Reading 
5 pts/week for meeting your reading goal. Other work, such as short assignments, book talks or 
projects based on independent reading books also fall into this category. 
5%- Vocabulary 
Includes Vocabulary.com quizzes and any other vocabulary work. “Practice” is not graded while 
quizzes are graded. Most vocabulary is paired with literary units, often grouped by chapter/s. 
10%- Grammar, spelling, punctuation, & mechanics 
Weekly quizzes on NoRedInk.com worth 5 points. Practice is expected but not graded. 
10%- Daily Work 
Generally shorter assignments to practice a new skill. You will practice literary analysis, narrative 
writing, research, argumentative writing, and public speaking with smaller in-class and homework 
assignments throughout the course. Includes participation in discussion. May occasionally include 
quizzes over reading material. 
60%-Tests, Projects, Essays 
Literary Analysis Papers, Persuasive Research Paper, & Persuasive Speech 
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*And other tests, projects/papers as assigned 
10%-  Semester Final Exam 
 
Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is the act of claiming someone else’s work as your own. This can be a blatant choice 
(cheating) or an accident (misunderstanding how to cite evidence.) It is your job to pay attention in 
class and learn how to write without plagiarizing. Plagiarized work will result in a zero for the 
assignment, parent notification, and the offense will be reported to administration. 
 
Writing Center: 
The JA Writing Center is a valuable resource that sets JA apart, and we will take advantage of it! You 
are required to visit the writing center at least once this semester for any assignment; it does not have 
to be for this class. Turn your session report and a copy of the assignment in to me. If at the end of 
the semester you have not turned in your report, you will receive a zero for this assignment. 

Writing Center Information 
Website:  https://sites.google.com/a/jajags.com/write/ 
Email:  writingcenter@jajags.com 

 
"Reading changes your life. Reading unlocks worlds unknown or forgotten, taking travelers around the world and 
through time. Reading helps you escape the confines of school and pursue your own education. Through 
characters— the saints and sinners, real or imagined— reading shows you how to be a better human being.” – 
Donalyn Miller 

 
Independent Reading 
      Goals: 

●  Enjoy literature 
●  Find new genres and authors you like 
●  Become a part of communities of readers that share your interests 
●  Increase your reading comprehension and stamina 

 
      Independent Reading Routine and Expectations: 

● Set a reading goal for number of pages you are capable of reading each week. (We will do 
this in class). 

● Read for at least two hours per week. This means bringing your book/s with you 
everywhere and chunking reading time into your schedule. You’ll have reading time in class 
frequently, but it will not be enough to reach your goal. 

● Meet or exceed your goal # of pages each week (5 pts/week) 
● Bring your book to class each day and read the entire designated time (20 pts/semester; 

points deducted if you do not bring your book or if you are not reading during reading 
time). 

● Contribute to our reading community by volunteering to talk about your book, write in our 
big idea books, or create/participate in other ways that will benefit the class 

 
“There’s nothing better for you--- not broccoli, not an apple a day, not aerobic exercise. In terms of the whole rest of 
your life, in terms of making you smart in all ways, there’s nothing better. Top-ranking scientists and 
mathematicians are people who read a lot. Top-ranking historians and researchers are people who read a lot. It’s 
like money in the bank in terms of the rest of your life, but it also helps you escape from the rest of your life and live 
experiences you can only dream of. Most importantly, along with writing, it’s the best way to find out who you are, 
what you care about, and what kind of person you want to become.” 
- Nancy Atwell 

 

Classroom Library: 
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Sign books out with your name, class period, and the date. When returning, put it back on the shelf 
where you found it and cross your name off. Treat books with care. A fee is charged for any 
unreturned books. Please consider donating books!  
 I look forward to learning with you this semester. Teaching is one of the greatest joys of my life, and 
it is a privilege to work with you. My door is always open for anything you need.  
 
Please share this syllabus with your parents, sign yourself and have a parent sign. Return the 
signatures next class. 
 
Thanks! 
Ms. Dague 

 
Syllabus Signature 

 

Return this page, only, next class. Keep the syllabus!  
 
I have read the syllabus in its entirety, and I will abide by the expectations. 
 
______________________________________     Circle course section:  A     B    D 
Student name (printed  
 
 
______________________________________     ______________ 
Student signature Date 
 
 
______________________________________   
Parent name (printed)    
 
 
______________________________________     ______________ 
Parent/guardian signature             Date 
 
 
Please send questions or comments via email to LDague@JaJags.com 

4 


